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great slave-worked estates, and constant drain of
wealth to the metropolis, was better for the mass of
the people than even the turbulence and oppression
of the period of the Crusades. Progress was going
on all the time; and we can now see that what has
often been called anarchy was but the commence-
ment of a newer and more vigorous life, due to the
barbarian invasion. It may be that our interference
checked a similar development in India, following on
the gradual break up.of the Mogul Empire of Delhi.
At any rate, we have no right to claim that we have
benefited the country, until evidence has been given
that the mass of the people are really better off
under our domination than they were, or than they
are, under native rule. That is the test of the
merit of all governments, home or foreign. Do
they or do they not secure increased welfare for the
body of the people governed ?

There is but one way in which to answer such a
question, or to learn to appreciate our true relation
to India; and that is by a careful study, without a
tinge of national prejudice, of the real history of
India and of our connection with the country.
To do this effectively calls not only for industry
but for imagination. It is difficult enough for us
to comprehend another period of the history of our
own race, here in our own country, to appreciate the
different forms of production, to follow the varying
relations of social life, to grasp the substance of the
forms of government and administration at distant
"epochs. If this be so with our own people, how
much harder is it to enter into the national life and
development of a number of Asiatic nations bound